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Utopias and dystopias are frequently assumed to be oppositional spaces distinct from 
'ordinary' lived experience; they are perfect spaces (whether positive or negative)-
dreamscapes, 'outside' or other. Critical to this edition of altitude, however, is the recognition 
of the tensions of such categories.  
 
Utopias and dystopias are contextual; what they represent stems from the situation from 
which they are envisioned. In this sense they are part of, rather than disassociated from. 
What, then, is their function within the present?  
Are they utilized as tools for (specific types of) expression?  
Can they be politically effective?  
 
Are they transient, or can they form ontologies? 
Considered contextually, are they part of a vision of progress, an eternal becoming? Can they 
ever be realised (and could we actually exist within them)? 
Moreover, are utopias and dystopias actually 'poles apart'?  
Can we define such boundaries, or are they perhaps fluid?  
Can they merge into each other?  
Can one exist without the possibility of the other?  
Can there be spaces-dreamscapes-in which they co-mingle? Indeed, are our 'ordinary', lived 
realities dreamscapes?  
The pieces in this edition approach these questions, and more, in varying ways and modes, 
offering a landscape for contemplation that reflects the possibilities and limitations of these 
particular visions.  
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